Preoperative radiation therapy and surgery in the treatment of "bulky" squamous cell carcinoma of the uterine cervix (stage Ib, IIa, and IIb operable tumors).
Forty-two women with "bulky" squamous cell carcinoma of the uterine cervix, larger than 5 cm, were treated between 1982 and 1988. The median follow-up was 5 years (from 37 to 106 months). The age range was from 25 to 77 years (mean: 49). There were 14 stage Ib, 5 stage IIa, and 23 stage IIb operable patients. Forty grays were delivered at mid-plane of the pelvis (23 fractions in 31 days) using the four-field technique (6-18 MV). External beam radiation therapy was followed by 20 Gy of intracavitary radiation therapy. Forty-eight days later total abdominal hysterectomy with bilateral salpingo-oophorectomy (TAH-BSO) and bilateral pelvic lymphadenectomy were performed. The 3- and 5-year disease-free survival was 83 and 81%, respectively. The 5-year locoregional control rate was 83%. Thirteen patients suffered from mild to severe complications (31%) but there were only two long-term (5%) complications.